Legal issues surrounding consent and capacity: the key to autonomy.
With campaigns from the RCN, Nursing Times and Patients' Association promoting dignity and choice in healthcare district nurses need to be aware of the legal principle that lie at the heart of autonomy, consent. In the first of a series of articles on the principles of patient consent Richard Griffith and Cassam Tengnah outline the elements of a valid consent and how important obtaining consent is to the propriety of a district nurse's practice.